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Follow us on social
media today!

To provide
compassionate in-

home skilled nursing
care and supportive
resources for those

affected by cancer or
related illnesses in

Southwest Michigan.
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In memory of the committed 
service of Olove Colcord, RN

Mission Statement

Berrien County

What Cancer Survivors Are Saying about BCCS 

Thelma Gehres
Eileen Chapman
James Rose
Ann Tabor
Milano's Cancer Fund
Robin and Rick Cauffman
Bill Kerns
Mariam Rowland
P.L. Montgomery

Tom Burrell
Nick Polaskey
Mike and Linda Haus
Craig Siemans
Nanette Countess
River Valley Senior Center
Galien River United Methodist Church
Zion United Church of Christ
Niles Cancer Center

“Thank you and your organization for your help.  I found myself released from the
hospital with no help or guidance.  I got the help I needed and was introduced to

other services through the information provided by the BCCS staff.  Thanks again
for your help.”       ~Cedric Atkins

Restaurant

These organizations have assisted with our 
Pennies for Patients Drive 2025

2025 Pennies for Patients
 May Donors

www.bccancerservice.org

OUR NEW WEBSITE!
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Measure your waist, if its over 37 inches, you’re probably over-
weight with increased risk of heart disease, diabetes, & cancer
Check for moles changing shape or unexplained lumps
Shortness of breath/breathing difficulties
Unexplained pain (especially in the chest)
Swelling or itching 
A cough that won’t go away, 
Blood from spitting or in urine
Changes in bowel habits
Urinating more often, especially at night, and less easily with a
weaker flow can be signs of prostate enlargement 
 Monitor your testicles for any changes. Testicular cancer is the
most common cancer in men aged 20-35 but if caught in time it
can be effectively treated and deaths are rare.

Chemosabies
Breast Cancer
Support Group

At the Marie Yeger Cancer Center
Entrance D at the Hollywood Health

Park in the 2nd floor conference
room

The 2nd Saturday of every other month
Next Meeting Saturday, June 14

9:15-9:30 Doors open

Please bring a breakfast dish to share

contact Karen 269-208-5600 or 
Kathy 269-429-9401 
for more information

A Peer to Peer support group in
Berrien County for over 25 years

Galien River Church

New Buffalo Police Department

Brown Family funeral Home Milano’s Cancer Fund

King Chop

River Valley Senior Center

Bringing awareness of preventable health problems to encourage
early detection and treatment of disease among men and boys.

INTERNATIONAL Men’s Health week June 9-15

It is a sad fact that, one man in five dies before the age of 65, most
of these deaths are preventable, if the condition is caught early. 

Watch for the signs of an issue below and get to a medical
professional anytime you notice something change in your body. 

The golf clubs were slicing through the air and
balls were zipping down the fairways at Hampshire

Country Club on Sunday, May 18th! Teams from
Niles and nearby areas battled the cold and wind
with gusto, all in the name of supporting cancer
warriors. A huge round of applause to everyone
who joined in—you’re the real game-changers!

A BIG THANK YOU 
TO MILANO’S PIZZA 

OF NILES!



Berrien County Cancer Service sends our sincere sympathy to all those who have recently lost loved ones. 
We thank all of our generous donors. Your donations appreciated to help those with cancer in Southwest Michigan.  

In Memory

 Thank you!

Mail your gift to: BCCS
3900 Hollywood Road
St. Joseph, MI  49085

Donate by QR code 
or online at:

www.bccancerservice.org

From the Desk of Nancy Church, RN

General Gifts QR Code

In Memory of Dr. Michael “Doc” Schuhknecht
Dr. Gerald Kozuh

Event QR Code

Everyone is invited, whether you are a cancer survivor or someone supporting those who are.  Cancer survivors can attend for
free and we've made the cost affordable for others at just $25.     RSVP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

ALSO AT THE SURVIVORS’ PARTY, WE ARE ROLLING OUT THE RED CARPET for the premiere showing of “Beyond
Diagnosis: Triumph Over Fear”! This powerful documentary will captivate you as it offers an intimate glimpse
into the daily struggles faced by cancer survivors. You'll hear their stories and gain valuable insights into their
lives, challenges, hopes, and family interactions. Join us for this special screening!   We will also be paying
tribute to long-term BCCS Board Members.  So many reasons to join us for the Survivors’ Party!

In Memory of Lon Michael Frucci
Caroline Moore

Cancer survivorship encompasses the experience of an individual from the time of cancer diagnosis until the end of
life, encompassing the physical, mental, emotional, social, and financial aspects. It's a holistic process that

includes issues related to follow-up care, late effects of treatment, cancer recurrence, and quality of life, extending
to family members, friends, and caregivers. 

National Cancer
Survivor Month

It was the summer of 1994, we had moved to Berrien Springs from SE Michigan after my husband changed jobs.  The first few
months we spent living in my in-laws basement apartment.  It was time for me to move on, looking for a job and house.  I had
just signed up as a prn nurse for Pawating Hospital in Niles but knew that wasn’t what I really wanted to do.  A few weeks later,
a friend of mine called asking if I would consider visits patients in their homes for the Berrien County Cancer Service while the
director, Barbara Lane, was on vacation.  It sounded intriguing, a bit scary since I would be on my own as I visited the patients,
but why not!   I LOVED IT!  And as they say, the rest is history.  After 18 years of in-home nursing visits, Barbara retired and
some way or other, I ended up stepping into those shoes in 2012.  There have been many challenges, but I can  honestly say, “I
can’t imagine a better nursing career”.  Together we have touched each others’ lives, through laughter, tears, and some heart
wrenching times.  At the end of this month, I will be stepping down from the director position to continue working part-time in
the BCCS office.  So while it is not good-bye, it will allow me more time to visit family and catch up in areas of interest.  I am
very happy that Tyanna Essig, our current Director of Development will be the next President and CEO.  She has the passion and
experience to continue and grow our services for our patients and will share her vision in the July newsletter.  

If you wish to attend this meaningful Survivors’ Party on Thursday, June 12th, please follow the Event QR Code, go to our
website at www.bccancerservice.org, or reach out to me at 269-429-3281 for the required registration.

PLEASE JOIN ME AS WE CELEBRATE MY YEARS AT BCCS AT THE SURVIVORS’ PARTY!

In Memory of Nadine Kerns
Bob Kerns

In Memory of Michael Lee Jones
Michael & Beth Dahlgren

In Memory of 
Glen & Nancy Mathewson

Kimmie, Brittany, 
Kevin, and Mom
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Donations can be made in honor of
someone or in memory of a loved one. In
these instances, we would also like to send
acknowledgment to the honoree or next-
of-kin, so please provide that information
when when making your donation. 

“These free services are an

amazing gift to this area.

Anything I can do for this service

and the BCCS I will glad help..”

BCCS is a non-profit organization funded primarily by donations, memorials, fundraisers, and
United Way of Southwest Michigan.  We receive no Medicare or insurance payments. To continue
our services at no cost to those with cancer who need our help in the home, we need your help.
Any donation is greatly appreciated. You may donate online at www.bccancerservice.org or mail
your check to our address listed on the front cover. An acknowledgment and receipt for tax
purposes will be sent.

~Michelle Beilman


